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Tales Newly Told
A  C olum n by A lexei K ondra tiev
I t  h a s  o f te n  b een  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  
I n k l in g s  i s  th e  tw e n tie th - c e n tu r y  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  a  
co sm o lo g y  t h a t  w as m ore c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  M id d le  
A g es: C r e a tio n  a s  a  g r e a t  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c tu r e  
c e n te r e d  o n  a  com m on, a b s o lu te  M e a n in g , a n im a te d  by th e  
jo y  o f  s e l f l e s s  e x c h a n g e , h id d e n  fro m  t h i s  w o r ld 's  
e v e ry d a y  c o n c io u s n e s s  o n ly  by th e  s i n f u ln e s s  o f  hum an 
s k i l l .  T h is  i s  th e  m essa g e  o f  G o th ic  an d  B y z a n tin e  a r t ,  
o f  D a n te 's  p o e tr y  an d  B o n a v e n tu re 's  th e o lo g y , th e  
w o rld -v ie w  t h a t  C .S . L ew is d e s c r ib e d  in  s c h o la r ly  te rm s  
in  T he D is c a rd e d  Im age an d  g av e  p o e tic  e x p r e s s io n  to  in  
P e r e la n d r a .  I t  i s  n o t a  f a s h io n a b le  p h ilo s o p h y  to d a y , 
o f  c o u r s e , b u t i t  h a s  l o s t  n o n e  o f  i t s  v a l i d i t y ,  an d  
s t i l l  h a s  th e  pow er t o  m ove. One w o n d e rs , th e n , i f  th e  
c u l t u r a l  m oods o f  o th e r  b y g o n e  e p o c h s  m ig h t n o t a ls o  
a p p e a r  in  th e  w o rk s o f  o th e r  m odern  f a n ta s y  w r i t e r s ?
One c o u ld  s u g g e s t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
som e o f  th e  w r i t in g s  o f  T a n ith  L ee an d  J a c k  V ance h a v e  
a  d i s t i n c t l y  e ig h te e n th - c e n tu r y  f l a v o u r .  We te n d  to  
th in k  o f  t h a t  p e r io d  a s  th e  Age o f  R e a so n , b u t i t  saw  
th e  f lo w e r in g  o f  a r t i s t i c  an d  l i t e r a r y  t r e n d s  t h a t  h ad  
l i t t l e  t o  do  w ith  th e  r a t i o n a l .  T he t h e o r i e s  o f  L o ck e  
o n  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  s e n s e s  i n  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  
p e r s o n a l i ty  c o in c id e d  w ith  a  g ro w in g  h u n g e r f o r  
in d iv id u a l  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  w en t b ey o n d  th e  no rm s 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  im p o sed  by c h u rc h  an d  s o c i e t y .  
S e n s e - im p re s s io n s  —  an d  th e  f e e l in g s  th e y  in  tu r n  
a ro u s e d  —  w e re  s e e n  a s  im p o r ta n t i n  th e m s e lv e s , r a th e r  
th a n  a s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  te m p ta t io n s  to  b e  d w e a lt w ith  
i n  a  m o ra l c o n te x t .  I n  tim e  t h i s  p re o c c u p a tio n  w ith  th e  
s e n s e s  w o u ld  com e t o  fo c u s  m ore an d  m ore on th e  f e e l in g  
s u b j e c t ,  an d  a t  l a s t  R o m an tic ism  w o u ld  grow  o u t o f  a  
c o n s c io u s  e m p h a s is  on  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l .  
B u t f o r  a  lo n g  p e r io d  m ere  s e n s u a l  e n jo y m e n t —  c o u p le d  
a t  tim e s  w ith  a  c y n ic a l  d is r e g a r d  f o r  r e c e iv e d  
id e o lo g o e s  —  w as f e l t  t o  b e  e n o u g h , an d  le d  to  th e  
a lm o s t o b s e s s iv e ly  f i n e  n u a n c e s  o f  c o lo r  an d  t e x t u r e  in  
th e  p a in t in g s  o f  C h a rd in , W a tte a u  an d  F ra g o n a rd , an d  to  
a  g r e a t  v a r ie ty  o f  s e n s u o u s ly  d e s c r i p t i v e  f a n ta s y  
s t o r i e s ,  o f te n  w ith  o p u le n t O r ie n ta l  s e t t i n g s .  L ee  an d  
V ance b o th  d is p la y  a  m ark ed  p r e d i l e c t io n  f o r  t h i s  
a e s th e r ic  in  t h e i r  w o rk s , so  m uch so  t h a t  th e  v iv id  
r e - c r e a t i o n  o f  s e n s u a l  e n v iro n m e n ts  i s  a s  im p o r ta n t to  
t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a s  p lo t  an d  c h a r a c t e r ;  an d  b o th  w r i t e r s  
h av e  j u s t  p ro d u c e d  w o rk s t h a t  a r e  f i n e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  
t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  s t y l e s .
T a n ith  L e e 's  D e l ir iu m 's  M is t r e s s  (D aw , 1 9 8 6 ) i s  h e r  
c ro w n in g  a c h ie v m e n t t o  d a te ,  an d  c o n c lu d e s  th e  s to r y  
t o ld  in  N ig h t 's  M a s te r . D e a th 's  M a s te r , an d  D e lu s io n 's  
M a s te r . L ee i s  n o t o n ly  o n e  o f  th e  f i n e s t  f a n t a s i s t s  
w r i t in g  to d a y , b u t a ls o  o n e  o f  th e  m o st p r o l i f i c .  T h e re  
i s  so m e th in g  aw esom e a b o u t h e r  a b i l i t y  t o  p u t a  stam p  
o f  o u ts ta n d in g  l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t y  on  e v e n  th e  l e a s t  
a m b itio u s  o f  h e r  p r o d u c tio n s . Much o f  h e r  w ork  i s  
c e n te r e d  on  p a s t ic h e ,  th e  u se  o f  p r e - e x i s t in g  g e n re s  
an d  p lo t  fo rm u la s  w h ich  s h e  tr a n s m u te s , th ro u g h  a  
t i g h t l y  c o n tr o l l e d  u s e  o f  th e  la n g u a g e , i n to  so m e th in g  
f r e s h ,  an d  e n t i r e l y  h e r  ow n. I t  re m in d s  me o f  th e  m u sic  
o f  R a v e l: t h e r e  i s  th e  sam e a f f e c t i o n  f o r  
w e l l - e s ta b l i s h e d  fo rm s , an d  th e  sam e p a in s ta k in g  
c r a f ts m a n s h ip , r e s u l t i n g  in  a  j e w e l - l i k e ,  r i c h l y  
s e n s u a l a r t  t h a t  i s  q u i te  i n d iv i d u a l .  T he " F la t  E a r th "  
t e t r a l o g y  i s  no  e x c e p tio n  to  t h i s  r u l e  o f  p a s t ic h e ,  
in s p i r e d  a s  i t  i s  by th e  A ra b ia n  N ig h ts , an d  e v e n  m ore
so  by t h e i r  e ig h te e n th - c e n tu r y  E u ro p e a n  r e f e c t i o n ,  
W illia m  B e c k f o r d 's  V a th e k .  B u t, p e rh a p s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  
th e  m o st e x te n s iv e  f o r  h e r  w o rk s so  f a r ,  i t  seem s to  
h a v e  m o re d e p th , o r i g i n a l i t y  an d  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
m y th o p o e ic  th e m e s th a n  m o st o f  h e r  o th e r  n o v e ls .
On a  p r i s t i n e  f l a t  E a r th  ( r a t h e r  l i k e  T o lk ie n 's  
M id d le - e a r th  b e f o r e  th e  T h ird  A ge) hum ans l i v e  b e tw e e n  
a n  U p p e re a r th  o f  c o ld ,  u n c a r in g  g o d s  an d  a n  U n d e re a r th  
o f  l u s t f u l  b u t a m o ra l dem ons ( B la k e 's  "H ea v en "  an d  
" H e l l " ) .  T he m ain  p r o ta n g o n is t  i s  A z h a rn , P r in c e  o f  
D em ons, o n e  o f  th e  L o rd s  o f  D a rk n e s s  who l i m i t  th e  
fre e d o m  an d  h a p p in e s s  o f  m o r ta ls .  He r e p r e s e n t s  
W ic k e d n e ss , an d  in  N ig h t 's  M a s te r  we s e e  h im  to rm e n tin g  
hum ans w ith  a  c r u e l ty  s o  e le g a n t  i t  a lm o s t com es a c r o s s  
a s  in n o c e n c e . B u t e v e n  th e n , th e  l o v e r s  K a z ir  an d  
F e r a z h in , tr a n s c e n d in g  t h e i r  e n v iro n m e n t th ro u g h  t h e i r  
m u tu a l p a s s io n , e s c a p e  h i s  c lu t c h e s .  H e re  i s  th e  w eak 
s p o t  i n  A z h a rn 's  a rm o u r; a n d  C h u z , L o rd  o f  M a d n e ss, 
b re a k s  th ro u g h  i t .  " L o v e , to o ,  i s  s im p le  m a d n e ss " , 
s t a t e s  C h u z . C o n v e r s e ly , w h e re v e r M ad n ess u p s e ts  th e  
c lo c k w o rk  w o rld  o f  g o d s a n d  d em o n s, t h e r e  i s  a  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  " u n re a s o n "  o f  L ove w i l l  l i b e r a t e  
th e  s p i r i t .  P a r t ly  th ro u g h  C h u z 's  i n f lu e n c e ,  A z h ra rn  
f a l l s  i n  lo v e  w ith  th e  hum an g i r l  D u n iz e l, who e m b o d ie s 
th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  Moon (a n  in te r m e d ia r y  f o r  th e  l i g h t  o f  
th e  S u n , w h ich  i s  l e t h a l  t o  d e m o n s). D u n iz e l i s  k i l l e d ,  
b u t h a s  b o rn e  A z h ra rn  a  d a u g h te r , whom h e  t a k e s  w ith  
h im  t o  U n d e re a r th .
D e lir iu m ' s  M ad n ess,  t h e n , i s  th e  t a l e  o f  t h a t  
c h i l d ,  o f  th e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  i d e n t i t i e s  s h e  a ssu m e s 
d u r in g  h e r  l i f e .  F i r s t ,  a s  S o v a z , s h e  u n d e rg o e s  a  
p e r io d  o f  a d o le s c e n t  r e b e l l i o n  a g a in s t  h e r  f a t h e r ,  an d  
f l e e s  t o  E a r th  w ith  C h u z . D is a p p o in te d  by M a d n e ss, sh e  
r e tu r n s  to  h e r  f a t h e r ,  t a k e s  on  th e  nam e A z h r ia z , s e t s  
h e r s e l f  u p  a s  a  G o d d ess o v e r  th e  la n d s  o f  M en, an d  
b u i ld s  a  g r e a t  C ity  d e d ic a te d  t o  th e  c u l t  o f  
W ic k e d n e ss . T he n o rm a lly  i n d i f f e r e n t  g o d s , r e a c t i n g  to  
t h i s  u s u r p a t io n  o f  t h e i r  d i v i n i t y ,  c r e a te  t h r e e  a n g e ls  
w hose m is s io n  i s  t o  d e s t r o y  th e  f a l s e  g o d d e ss  an d  h e r  
w o rk s ( t h e  im a g e ry  h e r e  e x p l i c i t l y  s u g g e s ts  b o th  th e  
Sodom  an d  G om orrah  s to r y  an d  th e  B ook o f  R e v e la t io n ) .  
B u t A z h ria z  h a s  com e u n d e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  h o ly  
man D a th a n ja  ( a c t u a l l y  Z h ir e k , th e  s o r c e r o r  fro m  
D e a th 's  M a s te r , who h a s  c a s t  aw ay h i s  o ld  i d e n t i t y  an d  
a c h ie v e d  s a in th o o d ) .  S he "b eco m es l i k e  a  l i t t l e  c h i l d " ,  
r e c e iv e s  D a th a n ja 's  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  ta k e s  th e  new  nam e 
A tm eh, " S p a rk  o f  L i f e " .  T he l a s t  e p is o d e  in  h e r  s t o r y  
i s  h e r  q u e s t  f o r  m o r ta l i t y :  d e a th  h e r e  i s  c o n c e iv e d  
v e ry  m uch l i k e  T o lk ie n 's  G i f t  o f  M en, th e  m eans by 
w h ic h  hum ans a r e  f r e e  o f  E a t h 's  s t r i c t u r e s  an d  c a n  grow  
i n d e f i n i t e l y  i n  th e  s p i r i t .  O nce s h e  h a s  becom e f u l l y  
m o r ta l ,  th e  L o rd s  o f  D a rk n e s s , h e r  k i n ,  e n te r  th e  hum an 
f a m ily  an d  lo s e  som e o f  t h e i r  fe a rso m e  in t r a n s ig e n c e .  A 
new a g e  h a s  c l e a r l y  b e g u n , a n  "A ge o f  M en" r a t h e r  l i k e  
th e  T o lk ie n ia n  F o u r th  Age ( th o u g h  I  su p p o s e  T o lk ie n  
w o u ld  h a v e  d i s l ik e d  th e  s t o r y 's  s e n s u o u s  a tm o s p h e re , 
a n d  d is a g r e e d  w ith  m uch o f  th e  i m p l i c i t  th e o lo g y ) .  One 
n o te s  t h a t ,  i n  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  B la k e a n  p re m is e  o f  th e  
w o rk , i t  i s  th e  e m o tio n a l/s e n s u a l  " H e ll"  o f  th e  dem ons 
t h a t  s e r v e s  a s  th e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  g ro w th , n o t 
th e  "H eav en " o f  th e  g o d s , who a r e  a t  b e s t  i n d i f f e r e n t  
an d  a t  w o rs t m e c h a n ic a lly  v i n d ic t iv e . .
A b r i e f  re v ie w  c a n  h a r d ly  do  j u s t i c e  t o  th e  w e a lth  
o f  in v e n t io n  in  t h i s  t e t r a l o g y ,  th e  c r i s s c r o s s i n g  p l o t s
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and s u b p lo ts , v iv id ly  r e a liz e d  m inor c h a r a c te r s , and 
above a l l  th e  c o n s ta n t d e l ig h tf u l s u r p r is e s  in  th e  
language i t s e l f ,  w hich re a d s  l ik e  a h eady , im probab le 
b lend o f th e  B ib le  and th e  M arquis de S ade. I  have no 
qualm s ab o u t c a llin g  i t  one o f th e  g re a t h ig h -fa n ta s y  
m a ste rp ie c e s  o f th i s  c e n tu ry , a work to  be read  and 
re -re a d  w ith  deepen ing  enjoym ent o f i t s  many le v e ls  o f 
m eaning. I  hope th e re  w ill  be much d is c u s s io n  o f i t  in  
fa n ta sy  c i r c le s .
Jack  V an ce 's long  c a re e r  has e s ta b lis h e d  him a s  a 
m aster o f e x o tic  w o rld -b u ild in g , c o n c ise  and p o lish e d  
p ro se , and c r is p  d ia lo g u e . W hereas T a n ith  L e e 's  
im a g in a tio n  su g g e s ts  th e  b i r th  o f R om anticism , V an ce 's
— though no le s s  p reo cccu p ied  w ith  se n su a l e x p e rie n c e
— i s  f irm ly  ro o te d  in  V o lta ire a n  sk e p tic ism . V ancean 
c h a ra c te rs  exem plify  w hat Jam es B ranch C a b e ll c a lle d  
th e  "G a lla n t ty p e : u t te r ly  s e l f i s h ,  th e y  n e v e r th e le s s  
c u l t iv a te  a  r e f in e d , c o u rte o u s  e x te r io r  to  av o id  
u n n eccessary  f r ic t io n  w ith  th e i r  fe llo w s . O ften  th e  
p lo t has th e  c h a ra c te r s  s tru g g lin g  to  m a in ta in  th i s  
co o l com posure in  th e  fa c e  o f h u m ilia tio n s  and 
in d ig n i t ie s .  The L yonesse s e r ie s  —  begun w ith  
S u ld ru n 's  G arden and now c o n tin u in g  w ith  The G reen 
P e a rl (B e rk le y . 1986) — , w h ile  e x h ib itin g  m ost o f th e  
t r a i t s  f a m ilia r  from  V an ce 's o th e r  w orks, i s  on a 
somewhat g ran d e r s c a le  th a n  a n y th in g  he h as done 
b e fo re . A lso u n u su al i s  h is  ch o ic e  o f a p e rio d  in  
E a r th 's  p a s t fo r  th e  s e t t in g :  th e  w aning Roman e ra  
(w ith  King A uthur " s t i l l  two g e n e ra tio n s  in  th e  
f u tu re " , to  be p r e c is e ) , a lth o u g h  th e  g e o g ra p h ic a l 
lo c a tio n  —  th e  "E ld e r I s l e s " ,  s itu a te d  somewhere 
betw een I re la n d  and S pain  —  i s  p u re ly  im a g in a ry . 
T here i s  no a tte m p t a t  h i s to r ic a l  v e r is im ili tu d e . 
Lyonesse i s  a k in  to  th e  tim e le s s  w orld  o f th e  A rth u ria n  
Rom ances, w here e v e ry th in g  i s  e q u a lly  p o s s ib le , and 
anachronism  i s  n o t a  p rob lem ; and th e  m eandering 
s tr u c tu re  o f th e  n a r r a tiv e , c o n s ta n tly  s id e tra c k e d  by 
secondary  p lo ts ,  a ls o  su g g e s ts  th a t  m odel. Only th e  
c a u s tic  tre a tm e n t o f r e l ig io n  (a g a in , r e c a ll in g  th e  
e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry ) i s  d e c id e d ly  u n -M ed iaev al. The 
f i r s t  volum e d e a lt  p r im a rily  w ith  th e  h ero  A i l la s ' lo v e  
fo r  th e  i l l - f a t e d  S u ld ru n , d au g h te r o f K ing C asm ir o f 
L yonesse, and w ith  th e  a d v e n tu re s  o f th e i r  son Dhrun 
among th e  f a i r i e s .  In  t h i s  second volum e A il la s ,  now 
King o f T ro ic in e t, o cc u p ie s  th e  d iso rg a n iz e d  b a ro n ie s  
o f U lflan d  (re m in isc e n t o f th e  S c o ttis h  H ig h la n d s), 
which he p ro ceed s to  d is c ip lin e  w ith  iro n  s te r n e s s , and 
wages a s u c c e s s fu l cam paign a g a in s t th e  Ska (a  "m aste r 
ra c e "  o f fearsom e w a rrio rs )  w h ile  p u rg in g  h im se lf o f 
h is  o b se ssio n  w ith  th e  Ska g i r l  T a tz e l. The l a s t  
q u a r te r  o f th e  book i s  d evo ted  to  th e  a d v e n tu re s  o f 
P rin c e ss  G lyneth  ( A i l la s ' w ard) in  th e  p a r a l le l  w orld  
T a n je c te r ly , w hich r e c a l l s  V an ce 's D ying e a r th  s to r i e s ,  
a s  w e ll a s  h is  sc ie n c e  f i c t io n .  The book s u f fe r s  from  
being  an in te rm e d ia ry  volum e in  a  s e r ie s ,  though an 
e f f o r t  h as been made to  g iv e  some sym m etry to  th e  
o rd e rin g  o f th e  e p iso d e s . D isc u ssio n  o f th e  r a th e r  
mundane p o l i t i c s  o f th e  E ld e r I s l e s  goes on fo r  to o  
many pages a t  a tim e , a lm o st s t i f l i n g  th e  r e a d e r 's  
sen se  o f w onder. But on th e  w hole, t h i s  book i s  an 
o u ts ta n d in g  exam ple o f V an ce 's t a l e n t .  The " C e ltic "  
lo c a le , w ith  i t s  w ild  c o a s ts  and m oo rlan d s, i s  w e ll 
r e a liz e d . A ll th e  c o lo u rs , so u n d s, ta s te s  and sm e lls  
ex p erien ced  by th e  c h a ra c te r s  a re  d e sc rib e d  
m e tic u lo u s ly . What o th e r  fa n ta sy  w r ite r  w ould se e  f i t  
to  in fo rm  us c a s u a lly , o f a c h a ra c te r  brew ing a p o t o f 
te a , th a t  he used "horehound fo r  h e a r t , p en n y -ro y a l fo r  
sav o r and lemon v erbena fo r  z e s t" ?
The th ir d  volume p rom ises to  d e a l w ith  P rin c e s s  M adour, 
th e  f a ir y  ch a n g e lin g  a t  King C a sm ir's  c o u r t. One hopes 
th a t  i t  w ill  rem ain tru e  to  th e  s ta n d a rd s  s e t  by th e  
f i r s t  two books.
Mythopoeic Core
Reading List
M ythlore frequently publishes articles that presuppose the 
reader is already familiar with the works they discuss. This 
is natural, given the special nature of M ythlore. In order to 
assist some readers, the following is what might be considered 
a “core” mythopoeic reading list, containing the most well 
known and discussed works. Due to the many editions printed, 
only the title and original date of publication are given. Good 
reading!
J .R .R . Tolkien
The H obbit (1937); “Leaf by N iggle” (1945); “On Fairy- 
Stories” (1945); The Lord o f  the Rings: Vol. 1 ,  The Fellowship 
of the R ing (1954); Vol. II, The Tw o Towers (1954); Vol. 
III, The Return o f  the K in g (1955); The Silmarillion (1977); 
Unfinished Tales (1980).
C.S. Lewis
O ut o f  the Silent P lan et (1938); Perelandra (1943); That 
Hideous Strength (1945); The Lion, the W itch and the 
W ardrobe (1950); Prince Caspian (1951); The Voyage o f  the 
Dawn Treader (1952); The Silver Chair (1953); The Horse 
and His B oy (1954); The M agician’s N ephew  (1955); The Last 
B attle (1956); Till We Have Faces (1956).
C h arles  W illiam s
War in Heaven (1930); M any Dimensions (1931); The P lace  
of the Lion (1931); The G reater Trumps (1932); Shadows o f  
E cstacy (1933); D escent in to Hell (1937); A ll H allow’s E ve  
(1945); Taliessin through Logres (1938); and The Region o f  the 
Sum m er Stars (1944) (printed together in 4954).
Benefactors
Benefactors support the improvement and outreach 
of MYTHLORE  by making donations beyond the price 
of subscription. For this much appreciated support 
they are listed for four issues. You are encouraged to 
becom e a Benefactor by writing the Editor, Glen  
GoodKnight (see page 2).
L loyd  A lex a n d er  D r e x e l H ill, PA
A n g e le e  A n d er so n  H untington  B e a ch , CA
B on n ie  C allah an  P a sa d e n a , CA
P au la  D iS ante G r o ss  P o in t W ood s, MI
M ich e le  D a v id so n  S im i V a lle y , CA
R o b ert H a ll Ith aca , NY
H elen  H obbs S a le m , IN
M a r ce la  Ju h ren  A lta d en a , CA
J a m e s  H. L a r so n  B o th w e ll, WA
A lis o n  L e w is  H ayw ard , CA
D a r r e ll  M artin  W heaton, IL
F ran k  M edlar C h estn u t H ill, MA
Edna M on tem ayor C h ica g o , IL
D avid  T ow n sen d  W oburn, MA
M arion  V anL oo H orton , MI
D ean  W alk er A lb u rq u erq u e, NM
H olly  W ilk in son  C oron a D e l M ar, CA
